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:Same-sex couples rush
|o wed in San Francisco
^Conservative grouo ''«nses lo same-sex couples
--tries to get court SSi„t» ^oi
?to stop weddings ™v^„"gKrv^^h''fseS°bl,';
* O processfor peoDle to

ID ^ ''«nses-to same-sex couples,1 many of whom then promptly got
married mCity Hall. f y

"I'm not interested as a mayor in
moving forward with a separate but
unequal process for people toencase

ARr-^-r saicf onAHt s Good Morning America."
The people ofthis city and certainly

around the .state are feeling that sepa-
ht rate but unequal doesn't make
•''* &Cii«SC<

-X first city in the nation to officially

Hundreds of homosexuals beeanlining up at 4a.m. yesterday, many of
-s them rushing into town from other
le cities toget married before thecourts
le could step in.

'c A 31. andhispartner..s An Solomon, 27, drove in ovemieht
Hollywood, asix-hour tripThis is the first step towards the

i state recognizmg gay marriage." Al-
s lane said. Even though "we won't be

recognized outside SanFrancisco we
are very excited."

' c conservative groupswanted a
^ order thecounty clerk not to issue any more

licenses tosame-sex couples, and to
void any licenses already granted.

Califorma law, as approved bythe
voters in 2000. defines marriage asa
union of a man and a woman.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and
other state officials have avoided
comment, but Attorney General Bill
Lockyer s spokeswoman did note
that California s constitution pro-
wdes broader equal-protection rights
than other states.

Around the country, other same-
sex couples were turned awav bv
court clerks as Thursday's "National
hreedom toManyDay'- protests con
tinued into yesterday. The protests
h.ive been held every Feb. 12 since

They also protested in Ohio
where Gov. Bob Taft signed a law last
week making it the 38th state tooffi-
cially bar recognition of same-sex
mamages and the second to deny
benefits such as health insurance
coverage to unmarried employees'
partners. The Ohio law isconsidered
one ofthe most far-reaching bans in
the country. *'

» ByllSALEFF
2^ Associated Press

^ SANFRANCISCO-Accusingthe
'he law. conser-

yesterday
•r^«rWal P ® same-sex

'!) f'rancisco,
'"9'"e homosexual cou-,ples rushed to tie the knot

L the marble passagesCity Hall's ornate gold dome
•echoed with applause as one couple
.after another got hitched, promising;tobe spousesTor life." The weddings

Valentine's Day and
- holidayweekend.♦ While It remains unclear what
^pradical value the marriage licenses-^Uany, iheir symbolism was evi-
^ Emboldened by the marriaee
Sfr'if f P'"°spec[ of the nation's
-x/ ? same-sex marriages inMassacliusetts on May 17. homosex-
uals went to courthouses around the
nation Thursday and yesterday to de-
^and the nght to wed. They were
j<5uickly turned away.

^^"f'̂ ncisco ceremonies oc-
^^s '̂̂ chusetts lawmakers•endtd in astalemate after two days of

iir^assioned debate. They are con-
I'sidermg a ban on same-sex marriace i

response to a ruling by the state's i
^igh court thai said same-sex couples i
;have the nght to many. The leglsla-
,ture will reconvene March 11 «

Vhearing in California, Judge c
James Warren told lawyers for the F
Conservative Alliance Defense llmd t
vSh,Jn"? P '̂̂ f^^^res require them to hJreturn Tuesday to properly make )
W h block [he marriages.>hich began Thursday with Mayor w
JGawn Newsom s blessmg. »,

New§om felt cijhe sabove the law and like adictator m
dictate what the law bi

'̂ chard Ackemian, cc
jcalKa'Ufe' P;
» The countyclerk issued hundreds th


